PRESS STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS, HON. GEORGE
SIMBACHAWENE ON THE SECURITY SITUATION IN THE UNITED REPUBLIC
OF TANZANIA, 8 DECEMBER 2025

Good morning, members of the press.

| have convened this briefing today, 8 December 2025, to provide an update on the
prevailing security situation in the country as we approach the end of the year.

As you are aware, the Ministry of Home Affairs has the primary responsibility of
safeguarding the security of citizens and their property, working in close collaboration
with our security and law-enforcement agencies, including the Tanzania Police Force.

| wish to inform the nation and our international partners that the security situation in
Tanzania remains calm and continues to stabilise. This follows the unrest that
occurred on 29 October 2025 during the election period, which unfortunately resulted
in significant damage to property and the loss of lives.

We extend our condolences to the families who lost loved ones, and we sympathise
with those who were injured or whose property was destroyed. The country continues
to endure the consequences of those tragic events, and we pray that such incidents
never occur again.

1. Role of Communities and Faith Leaders

We appreciate the cooperation extended by members of the public to the Police Force
and other security organs. We also express deep gratitude to religious leaders across
denominations who, since the beginning of this month, have consistently preached
peace and national unity through sermons, gatherings, seminars, and various
platforms. Their contribution is recognised and valued by the Government.

2. Alerts Regarding the Proposed “Indefinite Peace March” of 9 December

As announced by the Police on 5 December, there have been online calls by certain
activists and individuals—many of whom are outside the country—to organise an
“‘indefinite peace march” scheduled for 9 December 2025.

These calls:
e Have no identifiable organizer or applicant, as required by Tanzanian law;
« Do not specify the route, location, or messaging of the planned march;

« Are described by their promoters as larger than the events of 29 October, which
led to arson attacks, destruction of public and private infrastructure, and loss of
life.

Given these characteristics, the so-called march does not meet the legal requirements
for a public assembly. Moreover, its undefined and “indefinite” nature points to a risk
far beyond a peaceful demonstration. It amounts to an attempt to instigate widespread
disruption and potentially destabilizing actions.

Under the Section 43 Police and Auxiliary Police Act (Cap. 322), public
demonstrations must be formally notified and approved. Therefore, the proposed 9
December activity is illegal.



3. Appeal to Citizens

We urge all citizens:

1. Not to participate in this unlawful activity in any form—whether by attending,
encouraging, or observing.

2. Torefrain from engaging in or amplifying incitement on social media.

3. To report any suspicious activity or indicators of planned disturbance to the
Police through designated numbers that will be shared publicly.

The Ministry’s mandate is to ensure the security of people and property. Accordingly,
our security agencies will take all necessary measures to prevent and contain any
attempts to disrupt public order.

4. Human and Economic Impact of Unrest

It is important to underline the severe consequences of such disturbances:

o Citizens—including pregnant women, the elderly, and those with medical
appointments—were unable to access healthcare services during the previous
unrest.

o Supplies failed to reach major cities such as Dar es Salaam.
o Children and vulnerable persons suffered disproportionately.

« The national economy was negatively affected, with long-term recovery
implications.

Even a short period of violence can leave deep and lasting scars on society.

5. National Celebrations and Call for Peace

Tomorrow, 9 December, Tanzania celebrates 64 years of Independence. We
encourage all citizens to commemorate this day peacefully and with unity. As we
approach Christmas and the New Year, let us embrace this festive season in an
environment of safety and national cohesion.

We urge all Tanzanians to love and protect their country. Many of those attempting to
incite disorder are not within our borders, while those within the country appear
disconnected from the hardship suffered during recent unrest. The majority of our
citizens desire peace, stability, and prosperity.

Conclusion

The Government remains firmly committed to maintaining peace and safeguarding the
wellbeing of all citizens. We request the media to disseminate this information widely
so that the public remains informed and alert.

Thank you for your attention.



